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Welcome – We’ve had a warm late summer and early autumn, but if the 
soothsayers are correct we are in for a hard winter. We’ve already had a couple 
of hard frosts, but they are welcomed to kill off some of the bugs that seem to 
survive if we have an ‘Easy’ winter. I do hope that you’ve had a successful 
season; I’ve had a number of plotholders saying that their potatoes are the best 
ever – Maybe it’s a coincidence?? But they all used the Store’s Potato Fertiliser! 
Whatever you grew I’m sure you were pleased. We’ve welcomed a few new 
plotholders and they have made encouraging starts – do support newcomers 
with encouragement and advice. 
 
Plot Invoices – The period for which we invoice plot rents is changing in line with 
the way that Bexley Council operates. With this Newsletter you will have received 
a paper that describes the changes and what rents are going to be charged for 
each period up to September 2020. Please take note of the contents and that in 
January you will only be charged for a nine month period. 
 
Ruxley in Bloom – Congratulations to everyone!  We won best Allotment Site in 
this year’s competition. We also pass our congratulations to Gerry Hockley who 
won Best Allotment Plot. As I’m sure you are aware a great deal of work was put 
in by a ‘Few’ in the run up to the judging. I’d like to think that all plotholders are 
making sure that our site looks in pristine condition at all times. So please go that 
extra bit and make sure your plots are kept tidy, especially the areas around the 
plot – the paths and the fairways. I’m sure you’ve noticed that a planter has been 
placed in front of the Notice Board to provide a bit of colour to the entrance to the 
site. We are considering further such items – but what about you placing a 
planter at the end of your plot adjacent to the fairway? We want to win again next 
year so please do everything you can to help. 
 
Website – Our Website goes from strength to strength. Just search for Alers 
Road or go direct using: 
 

www.alersroadallotments.org 
 

It contains a wealth of information about the site and information specific to the 
time of year. It also contains links to other Websites that have relevant 
information. Should you have any ideas for addition information we’d be pleased 
to hear from you. 
 
Bonfires – As everyone is aware, we are not permitted to light bonfires from 1st 
April until 30th September. I’m pleased to say they this rule is strictly observed. 
However, when we are permitted to have bonfires we MUST take account of our 
neighbours. Some very silly plotholders have lit bonfires with no regard to the 
time of day and the weather conditions. It’s very wrong to light a bonfire in the 
middle of the day when it’s fine weather as it was during most of October. A 
number of our neighbours complained to Bexley Council’s Environmental Health 
Officer, and they considered the situation to be serious enough to make a site 
visit and warn us that we were causing a nuisance. At the moment we have just 
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received the reprimand, but this could be followed by a complete ban on 
bonfires for the entire year! I’m sure that’s not what plotholders want – as the 
majority that have bonfires at sensible times, and ensure that they only burn 
material that doesn’t cause smoke to pour into our neighbours’ houses and 
gardens. You will have received a copy of the Council’s Bonfire Factsheet with 
this Newsletter so please read it and follow the sensible guidelines set out 
therein. 
 
Theft – I was going to label this section ‘Petty Theft’ but decided that Theft is 
Theft and it isn’t a Petty matter. For many years now we have not had reported 
incidents of theft from plots, but in the last month there have been a number 
reported. Some have related to produce and flowers and some to equipment and 
sundries. Please – everyone be vigilant, and I’m sure I don’t need to tell you that 
should any plotholder be apprehended stealing they will be immediately evicted 
from our site. So if anyone who has perpetrated these acts is reading this letter 
BE WARNED. 
 
Email – If you have email and you have received this as a paper copy, please let 
us know at ‘arlga@belleisa.co.uk’ and we’ll add you to the electronic list. This 
makes our administration easier and cheaper. 
 
Machinery – Our machinery gets well used during the season, and is a boon to 
plotholders. We encourage its use to ensure you all keep tidy plots. We will be 
buying a Mantis Cultivator early next year, which is for small jobs as a 
complement to the middle and large sized ones we already have. 
 
Some Reminders: 

• We have a First Aid kit available for plotholders to use. It is located in the 
toilet, and if you find anything is running low please let me know and I’ll 
replenish it. 

• Also in the toilet is the Site Log Book. It’s important that all ‘incidents’ are 
recorded so we can get an overall picture if anything untoward is 
happening. Please complete the entry with your name and plot number. 

• If you’re thinking of making repairs to your shed or compost heap, etc.? Or 
building something from scratch? We have plenty of screws, nails and 
some fittings in our machinery store. 

• We have guttering and fittings available so make sure you are saving the 
‘Free’ water that falls from the sky! 

• Keep the gates shut and locked  

• Treat our Toilet with respect and don’t put Anti-Bac wipes or blue towel in 
the toilet – use the bin provided as they say only ‘Pee-Poo-Toilet paper’!! 

 
Finally – We have the best allotment site in the Borough and as the newly 
expanded Ruxley in Bloom proved, the Best Site in the area. I’ve mentioned two 
things above that have the possibility of dragging our site down; the 
inconsiderate lighting of bonfires; and thefts from fellow plotholders.  
 
On behalf of the Committee may I wish you all Season’s Greetings. 


